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Pesach Sheni THE FOUR'I’EFNTlH OF JYAR IS REFERRED TO AS

Pesach_Sheni (literally, the second Pesach).

When the Beis ha-Mikdash stood, all those who
were unable to bring the Pesach sacrifice at the prescribed time on
the fourteenth of Nisan, were given a second oppor(umty to do
sc on _this date. The Torah (8emidbar 9:10-11 e
“Chidren of Isroel saying: Al!y man who is ritually impure because of contact
with a corpse, or who is distant...in the second month on the fourteenth
day in the evening, he shall bring it and it shall be eaten with matzos and

/ maror.

" The fourteenth of Iyar is not a festival or holiday. However, the
day #< during the period when the Beis ha-Mikddsh stood — was a
time of rejoicing for those who fulfilled the obligation to bring the
Pesach offering. Therefore, the date is considered to be somewhat
special and Tachanun is not recited.

FOR ALL OTHER SACKIFICES
which are to be brought at
a_specified time, if the time
passes, the sacrifice cannot be
offered. Regarding the Pesach
sacrifice, however, even though a time was specified for it to be
brought and the Torah twice emphasizes that it is to be offered at its
appointed time, if circumstances prevented a person from bringing
it at its appointed time, the Torah provides him with a second time
—the fourteenth of lyar.

Wiy was this special consideration given? Because the Pesach
offering is untike all other sacrifices. For all other obligatory sacri-
fices, public or private, there is no expressly stated punishment for
failing to bring them. However, the punishment for failing to bring
the Pesach sacrifice is most severe. The Torah states (Bemidbar 9:13):
And that soul shall be excised from its people.

A Thedifference between
the Pesach sacrifice and
the other sacrifices

Lfo\ What is the difference between the Pesach sacrifice offered on
the fourteenth of Nisan and that offered on the fourteenth of Iyar?
When the former is offered, chametz is prohibited and it may not

be seen or found in a Jew's possession. The first Pesach sacrifice
may_not be slaughtered together with chametz and none of the

meat may be consumed outside of the chavurah [the group formed

to offer a Pesach sacrifice and eat the meat together]. The offering

of the first Pesach sacrifice is accompanied by Hallel and a special
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Since the punishment for violation of this mitzvah is so severe
— excision from the source of life — {t follows that the reward for
bringing it must aiso be exceedingly great, for the reward granted
for the fulfiliment of a mitzvah is far greater than the punishment
for having violated it. Hence, one who merits to bring the Pesach
sacrifice at its appointed time, cleaves to the source of life amidst
the people of Israel.

3
WHEN ISRAEL OFFERED THE FIRST
Why should we be Pesach sacrifice in the second year
considered deficient? after they left Egypt, there were
among them some who had be-
come ritually impure through contact with a corpse. They ap-

proached Moshe and Aharon and said: “Why should we be con. ,’t
sidered deficient and not offer the sacrifice to God at the appointed

time with the rest of the people?”

They knew that they would not be punished, for their inability
to bring the sacrifice was a result of circumstances beyond their
control. However, they were concerned that they would not receive

_the great reward for bringing this sacrifice, for one who fulfills this
obligation completely removes himself from any and every link to
idolatry and becomes totaily and eternally attached to and part of
the Children of Israel.

It is true that our Sages ruled thﬁ( if one had planned to fulfill a
mitzvah and was unable to do so because of circumstances M_n&
his controi, jt is considered as if the mitzvah has been fulfilled. Thus,
those who had become ritually impure should not have considered:
themselves to be deficient because they were unable to bring the’
sacrifice, for they had planned to do so. Nevertheless, they said®

#> As regards the Pesach sacrifice offered on the fourteenth of lyar.
Lf{) both chametz and matzah may be found in the Jew’s possession,
there is no requirement to recite Hallel while eating, the meat of
' the sacrifice may be eaten separately from the other members of the;
chavurah, the sacrifice is not accompanied by a festival offering, and

it cannot be brought in a state of ritval impurity.

#:  The two sacrifices are similar in that they both are brought on
Shabbos; they require the recital of Hallel during their preparation;
they are to be roasted in one home; they are eaten with matzah and
maror; no meat may be left over from either of them; and a person.

may not break any of the bones of the animal offered. - |
i
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The Keys to Leadership: Netzach, Hod, Yesod, and Malchus

Netzach, dominance, and Hod, subservience or empathy,
are represented by Elijah with the right and left foot respectively.
The feet allow an individual to stand, these two behaviors
represent two modes of survival, how to remain standing despite
challenges. They are the two ways of dealing with adversity,
fight or flight. For instance, if a man is walking to his destination
and suddenty a devastating winter storm attacks. If he continues
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walking, unbent, fighting through the elements. overwheiming
the enemy, he is embodying Aetzach, dominance or victory. If he
stands off to the side. or if he crouches and waits for the storm to

ss before he continues, he is acting with Hod. survival through

p)/ I‘C‘O{l" f-;f/\a’ YU NE]

N Pwnal Teon R nHaY nYon o

W PV AT D W B T WR 9D 0N R
MVIFT T MWROW I ADD 1MIY WP P P13
n%3p5% W Sxwr 931 W umn AT 535 o

A%KR7 o' nYon W ,Amnn
XP1T OTWWR DHYNY 1PN PR ORI N/
mmManw Y amnn nYap oMpw myaws ‘a3
0°NND3 1T AN X PYYII OB MWW DINRT
WYBY WM .NIYNWN AN Yw owIna omven
A YR PUMT PYRW nnRn npdnnt Y11na
‘3 {07 INT3 MADA (TN 0T Y X7 N oMp
INA AMRA OYARR 133 X BYIYY .Mwaw

DDA N WY onnon

SO AR NG 1y
AW N0y Tan WPRANDAD
YW _ eIt nvawn
noa DR NY YOWH MWW AR 100N
AR a0 5w awnipn nxy ,mign an Sw
WIAR LA NRW WA 73,190 INRD
IR YW non DR WY yown omwaw
%W awnpa nysww oaw Mot

submission. When a storm wind blows and a stout tree stands

upright, seeking to defeat the gales, it is a picture of Netzach.
The grass that bends with the wind waiting for the opportunity to
rise again when the tempest passes is a paradigm of Hod. The
word Hod shares a_root with the term modim, meaning “they
admit”, it represents a withdrawal of self and acceptance of the
other _person’s viewpoint. Hod can be viewed a5 empathy because
empathy is an experience where | entirely accept the needs of the
other.

There are two types of leaders. some overpower their
followers with charisma or message, others, are seemingly
overwhelmed by their people. Moshe was a paradigm of forceful
teadership that is why he was the personality of Netzach. When
he descended Sinai and found the nation cavorting before the
golden calf, he immediately stopped the party. crushed the idol,
and killed the ringleaders of the idofatrous group.

Aharon is a paradigm of Hod leadership. Aharon was an
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accommodationist, allowing whatever he could. When the people
demanded a golden calf, Aharon did not fight them. He did not
attempt to frighten them into submission. He took his cug from
the nation as to what it wanted, then he went along with their
plans, seeking to derail them through obfuscation and defay.**
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. It is particularly appropriate to ask for humility, since
humility is the superconductor of all other good character
traits. Ask for both the trait of humility and the acceptance

of humiliation with joy. This will help us achieve a mea-

sure of atonement for sins of anger and pride. (Reishis

Chochmah)

) Sometimes, atter working on a character trait for a long
ﬁme, you see no progress. You become disheartened anfi
‘onclude that nothing has been accomplished. But don’t

underestimate the small improvements — the few times you
held back and remained in control. They are all valuable!
%Mt give up when confronted by challenges. The Torah
emonstrates the importance of this principle by citing the
difficulties encountered by Yitzchok when he tried to dig
wells. He did not give up when his wells were ﬁlled'l;p—he
continued digging them, a second and even a third time.
(Ha’Chofetz Chaim Chayav Upealav, page 1212)
One of the most valuable tools in personal growth is the
knowledge that we have an important task in tl;is
world —and Hashem is rooting for us.

L

As you begin working on your character traits, don’t for-

get to ask for help in this monumental task! Daven for assis-
tance for dealing with a negative character trait, (Kav
Ha'yashar, Chapter 23) Request that Hashem help you
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